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SECTION 400: COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

 

 

The Board of Trustees respects the public’s right to information and recognizes that the media 

significantly influences the community’s understanding of school programs.  The District is 

committed to helping reporters get the best possible information for their stories about our public 

schools in a timely way.  In order to develop and maintain positive media relations, the Board 

and the Superintendent desire to reasonably accommodate media requests for information and to 

provide accurate, reliable and timely information with minimal disruption to school programs. 

1. Reporters do have limited rights to be at public schools.  While the press does have a 

legal right to go our schools, there are restrictions. They do not have a legal right to 

interrupt class, and no staff member, student, or parent is ever required to talk to the 

media. We require all media to check-in at the office, as we do all guests. They are not 

exempt from this and it is necessary to insure child safety.  

2. All guests require the principal’s permission to visit. When the media do check in, they 

will be escorted at all times while on school property.  

3. As a rule, media (with principal’s permission) may take overall shots of students without 

permission slips, so long as the students are not identified or singled out. 

4. Media inquiries about specific students, including inquiries in police-related matters or 

activities that have taken place off school grounds and not during the regular school day, 

should be referred to the Superintendent. 

The district has no legal obligation to disclose whether an individual student attends a specific 

school. Such information is considered a student record and is not public information. General 

information regarding enrollment is public information.  No other access to student records or 

personally identifiable student information may be provided without written parent/guardian 

permission. 
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